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In a final report heavily stitched 
with reservations and uncertain- 
ties, the House Assassinations 
Committee suggested yesterday 
that President Kennedy may have 
been killed 
ing a 

gangland anti-Castro 

activists. 



The committee acknowledged, how- 
ever, that it was difficult to see how 
they could have enlisted Lee Harvey 
Oswald for the murder. The House 
panel said it had no doubt that Os- 
wald was the one who killed the 
president in Dallas’ Dealey Plaza on 
Nov. 22, 1963. 

The committee, which also investi- 
gated the murder of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Memphis on April 
4, 1968, concluded that there was “sub- 
stantial evidence to establish the ex- 
istence of a St. Louis-based conspiracy 
to finance the assassination” of the 
civil rights leader. 

The report contended that King’s 
killer, James Earl Ray, may have been 
motivated by rumors of the $50,000 
bounty on King’s life that some busi- 
nessmen allegedly were offering. 

With three members dissenting to 
the finding of a probable plot in the 
JFK case, the committee, hqwever, 
held that “it was possible, based on an 
analysis of motive, means and oppor- 
tunity, that an individual organized 
crime leader, or a small combination 
of leaders, might have participated in 
a conspiracy to assassinate President 
Kennedy.” 

The 686-page final report, made 
public yesterday more than six 
months after the committee formally 
ceased operations, added: 

“The committee’s extensive investi- 
gation led it to conclude that the most 
likely family bosses of organized 
crime to have participated in such a 
unilateral assassination plan were 
Carlos Marcello and Santo Traffi- 
cante.” 
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--The committee also suggested that 
.IfcJfre former Teamsters union chief, 

- gJames R. Hoffa, may have played a 
;a»le in the killing because he: too, 
^jjghad the motive, means and opportu- 

- - *nity for planning an assassination at- - 
i^tempt” on the.president’s life and be- 
2 Jjsause he had once actually spoken of 

Slaving the president’s brother, Robert 

1 g:. Kennedy, kiUed. 

2 having said all that, the com- 
2 . pnittee gingerly backed off, pronounc- 
^ jhg that it was “unlikely” after all 
» *that New Orleans Cosa Nostra leader 
2 ^Marcello or Tampa underworld chief- 

-tain Trafficante was involved. Simi- 
— -larly, after raising the question of 
..^Hoffa’s possible complicity at a time 
_ when the Kennedy administration was 
I trying to put him in prison, the report 
; stated: 

“It may be strongly doubted, there- 
, fore, that Hoffa would have risked 
anything so dangerous as a plot 
T "against the president at. a time that 

- 'he knew he was under active inves- 
I "tigation by the Justice Department/' 

* ; With only seven of its 12 members 



LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
. . . still considered JFK killer 


tral conclusions last Dec. 29, including 
the especially controversial finding 
that Kennedy was “probably assassi- 
nated as the result of a conspiracy.” 

A committee majority was con- 
vinced by a detailed acoustical study 
of the noises in Dealey Plaza that 
there was -“a high probability that two 
gunmen fired” at Kennedy within a 
split-second sequence, Oswald shoot- 
ing from the Texas School Book De- 
pository behind the president and an 
unknown sniper firing from the so- 
called “grassy knoll” to the right of 
the presidential motorcade. 

Since those findings were made, a 
skeleton committee staff, headed by 
chief counsel G. Robert Blakey, has 
been putting together the final report, 
and companion volumes, to back them 
up. Blakey, for one, says he believes 
even more strongly than the report 
suggests that organized crime figures 
were somehow responsible for the 
president’s murder. 

“This committee report does not say 
the mob did it,” Blakey has stated. “I 
said it. I think the mob did it.” 
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